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Twenty-eight students began the 2013-2014 school year expecting to have a normal course on the 

basics of business.  They were all surprised to find they would be required to come up with a business 

idea, create a business plan, apply for funds to start their business and then present to a group of 

business representatives to vie for additional funding.  We lost three students at semester so 25 were 

able to take part in the funding process. 

In the beginning, many of the students grumbled at the perception that they would need to do a lot of 

work.  They did not see the benefit.  But once we started discussing and choosing businesses and 

forming partnerships, most of the students became engaged in the process.  When we heard that we 

had won the Wimberley Education Foundation grant, the students became more motivated to complete 

their business plans.  We ended up with 16 businesses, some students created partnerships, complete 

with business plans.  Fourteen of those companies presented to 10 business and education 

representatives.  6 teams were chosen for additional funding.  One student, Joe, who was not available 

to present the day the shark tank assembled, was the first student to earn $200 in profit from his 

business, Cleanout for Cash and won the additional $100 in investment capital.  He is very active in 

pursuing additional clients and selling.  The Hiking Staff team used their additional funding to purchase 

supplies and are taking orders for staffs.  A. King of Advertising has two clients and is planning to seek 

additional clients when he goes to college next year.  Wimberley Window Washing has completed two 

projects and has started advertising to faculty members and their email contacts.  WimberleyInspira 

Posters, owner Bobbie, presented a challenge because he refused to do many assignments, but once we 

printed and lamented a couple of his posters and teachers and students who saw them wanted to buy 

them, he fully engaged and is creating great posters and selling them.   

My vision last year was to give my students a chance to learn about business through the process of 

being entrepreneurs.  I believed that having to actually apply the skills to their own business would help 

them truly develop entrepreneurial skills and ensure that their next business venture was more 

successful.  I believe that goal has been achieved for all the students.  Some have received a higher level 

of benefit because they chose to really work but even those students who tried to take the easy way 

found themselves dreaming and working to achieve their vision. 

Next year I will use the HEB award to provide the funds again.  I will modify some components, add, and 

remove others.  I look forward to the day when all the businesses we begin will contribute to the 

Wimberley economy and my students' bank account.  The lessons they have learned through the 

process are many.  They have learned that their ideas are powerful, that the words they use to create 

their mission, their marketing campaigns, and their sales pitches are critical to the success of their 

business, that being successful depends on whether you can make a profit.  They have learned to budget 

and to track finances.  They have used document management tools to create flyers and brochures and 

learned how important contacts are to their success.  Employee issues, patents, and legal concerns have 

been discussed in depth as it could relate to their business in the future.   



 

 

 

I want to thank you for providing the monetary incentive and your time participating in the shark tank.  I 

believe your choice to give will make a difference in my students lives! 

 
 

Henry showing off his website with 

the rocks he hollows out as bird baths- 

Austin working on Crisis 

Bread Basket website 

Bobbie with his posters and 

website 

Hiking Boys with the newly 

stained staff 

Lauren editing 

photos for Bluren 

Photography 

Isaac’s Elder Care has a new 

website Dania showing off her new 

business cards for ConnectTech 

Working on an ad 

campaign for 

Peaceful Gaming 

Joe doing business!  He won the 

$100 investment by making the 

first $200 in profit! 


